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delivered under a contract which was not under seal (g).
In small matters occurring often or in cases of urgency, a
corporation may bind itself without a contract under
seal (h). The rule as to corporations contracting under
seal does not apply to trading corporations contracting
for purposes connected with their objects (i).
Companies.—Speaking generally, companies registered
under the Companies Acts may make, vary or discharge
contracts in exactly the same way as private persons, that
is to say where a deed or writing is required of an indi-
vidual, it is also required of a company, and in cases
where an individual may make a valid contract by parol so
also may a company, through the agency of a person having
express or implied authority to act for the company (/).
(b)   CONTRACTS  WHERE  WRITING  IS  NECESSARY
Hire-Purchase Act, 1938.—The requirements of
this Act in respect of the necessity for writing in the
formation of hire-purchase agreements and credit-sale
agreements have already been referred to (/).
Statute of Frauds.—By the Statute of Frauds a
contract which is not to be performed within one year
from the making of it must be in writing, or there must
be a memorandum or note of it, signed by the party to
be charged (m). The true construction of this statutory
requirement, with regard to contracts which do not
(g) Clarke v. Cuckfield Union Guardians (1852), 21 L.T. O.B. 349 •
13 Digest 393, 1184.
(h) Lawford v. Billericay Rural Council, [1903] 1 K.B. 772, C.A.
per Matthew, L.J., at p. 785 ; 13 Digest 394, 1193.
(i) Church v. Imperial Gas Light &> Coke Co. (1838), 6 Ad. & El.
846, 861 ; 13 Digest 285, 169.
(j) Companies Act, 1929, s. 29 & 30 ; 2 Halsbury's Statutes 790, 791.
(/) Ante, pp. 5-7.
(*») Statute of Frauds, 1677, s. 4 ; 3 Halsbury's Statutes 583. The
essential words of the section are as follows :—" No action shall be
brought . . . upon any agreement that is not to be performed within
the space of one year from the making thereof unless the agreement
upon which such action shall he brought, or some memorandum or
note thereof, shall be in writing, and signed by the party to be charged
therewith, or some other person thereunto by him lawfully authorised."

